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These kinsmen of Jesus were pious people, quiet,
mild, moclest, labouring with their hands,1 faithful
to tho severest principles of Jesus in regard to
poverty,2 hut at the same time very rigid Jews,
who prized above every other advantage the title of
children of Israel.3 Men held them in great rever-
ence, giving them a name the Greek equivalent of
which was Seo-Troo-uvoi. From the year 70 to about
the year 110, they virtually governed the churches
beyond Jordan, and formed a kind of Christian
senatGo The immense danger to nascent Christianity
involved in these genealogical prejudices needs no
proof. A species of Christian noblesse was in course
of formation. In the political order, a nobility is
almost necessary to the state, for politics have to do
with coarse contentions which make them more a
material than an ideal thing. A state is thoroughly
strong only when a certain number of communities,

1  HcgesippiTs in Euseb. //. K Hi. 20.

2  Gospel of the Hebrews, ed. Hilgenfeld, 16,17, 25.   Racognit.

3 Of tliis St. James furnished tlie ideal.     See tlio Epistle*
attributed to Mm.